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Abstract: The present paper deals with internal migration of women in India. In recent decades the female 
migration has seen sudden spurt. The female migration has increased but it has been observed that this 
migration is not empowering women. The women migration in India is not materialising due to economic 
reasons but due to reasons such as marriage. The present work is based on NSSO 64th Round. It contains 
data of temporary and long term nature on migrants. The present study has observed the rate of migration of 
female in comparison to males. Migration has been studied for women both in rural areas and urban areas. 
The study has been made in comparison with male migration. This study has made an attempt to find out the 
migration in relation to gender and region. It has also tried to find different reasons for migration of female 
and has made a comparison with male migration and also has tried to capture the rural urban differential 
with regard to female migration as well as male migration. The reason for migration has been classified into 
three major groups’ i.e. employment related reasons, forced migration and other reasons. Women migration 
mostly falls in the category of forced migration and other reasons. The migration is also studied in relation 
to migration stream i.e. Rural-to-rural, rural-to-urban, urban-to-rural and urban-to-urban. Different stream 
wise migration happens due to different reason which has been found out in the study. The impact of 
educational attainment on migration of female both in rural and urban areas has been made. The rural 
women who migrate are mostly illiterate while the urban female migrant is more educated than the rural 
female migrant. The study thus has tried to reveal major aspects of migration and its causes. 
Keywords: Migration, female migration, reasons for migration, migration streams, educational attainment and 
migration 
Introduction: 
Human beings strive to survive and persist and 
always try to better themselves. Migration is one 
such effort. Migration is usually defined as 
movement of a person or a group of persons from 
one geographical unit to another across an 
administrative or political border and wishing to 
settle permanently or temporarily in a place other 
than their place of origin (International 
Organization for migration, 2003). Further,  
National  Sample  Survey  Organization  (NSSO)  
(2008)  defined  migration  as  ”A  household  
member whose last Usual Place of Residence 
(UPR) any time in the past was different from the 
present place of enumeration was  considered  as  a  
migrant  member  in  a  household.”  While,  
population  studies  defines:  “migration  implies  a 
permanent  or  at  least  a  semi-permanent  change  
in  the  place  of  residence  of  an  individual  from  
one  location  to another.”  Moreover,  Census  of  
India  (2001)  considered  “A  person  is  
considered  as  a  migrant  by  place  of  last 
residence,  if  the  place  in  which  he  is  
enumerated  during  the  census  is  other  than  his  
place  of  immediate  last residence.” On the basis 
of above said definitions we can say that migration 
is related to long term phenomenon. 
Migration can be divided into two broad categories 
i.e. internal migration and international migration. 
Internal migration is now recognized as an 
important factor in influencing social and economic 
development, especially in developing countries. 
One dimension of human freedom is the ability to 
choose a place people can call home. Migration in 
India is very high. Internal migration in India and 
china alone when combined exceeds the total 
international migration worldwide (Deshingkar, 
2005). This paper deals with internal migration and 
its causes. An attempt has also been made to 
capture the relationship between educational 
attainment and female migration. Women migrants 
are in much worse condition than male migrants, 
the female migrant labours are paid less than male 
migrant labour (Pandey, 1988). It has been also 
found out that social, cultural and economic factors 
affect the process of migration and its impact can 
be different to a great extend for male and female, 
for different groups and locations (Haan and 
Rogaly, 2002). Migration has been done for 
different reasons and it varies greatly between male 
and female. It has been found that female migration 
is very meagre in the case of work and business.  
Migration in recent years is getting feminized in 
our country and it is identified that migration rate 
for females in rural areas was high comparable to 
urban areas of the female migrants belong to other 
social groups, Scheduled castes and OBCs. It is 
observed that there is positive correlation between 
the education and the proportion of females 
migrating within the boundaries and to other 
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countries from India. Marriage was found to be 
driving force behind the migration of females (B. 
Nagraj; 2012). In India, industrialisation and 
economic development has also accompanied by 
large-scale movements of people from villages to 
towns, from towns to other towns and from one 
country to another country. Population growth in 
any area depends on three factors which are 
fertility, mortality and migration. Fertility and 
mortality are biological factors whereas migration 
is not. Interstate urban migration among males is 
on an increase, whereas male migration from rural 
to urban is decline, one reason for it may be 
successful implementation of NREGA (Mahapatro, 
S.R; 2012). It has been seen that women migration 
has increased in recent decade. But drive for such 
migration is not employment or business but due to 
marriage. It has been experienced that such 
migration results in lack of autonomy on the part of 
women, maltreatment and poor condition of 
women and lack of bargaining power on the part of 
women (Fulford; 2014). Female migration in India 
mostly prompted due to personal reasons such as 
marriage. But a significant level of migration in 
mega cities like Mumbai, Chennai, Delhi, etc. takes 
place due to economic reasons even in case of 
women. It is expected that with process of 
development and modernisation, the migration of 
women for economic reasons can increased 
manifolds. Education of women will empower 
them by making them choice to migrate and also 
doing so for economic reasons (Kailash. C Das and 
Arunananda Murmu,). Optimum development of 
both urban and rural areas is possible through 
development of rural areas and empowering the 
women in such areas through different methods 
(Kuldip S. Chikkara and Anand S Kodan; 2012). 
The recent trend of migration is different from the 
previous decades where migration was 
predominantly male selective in nature. Now the 
trend show that migration is mostly of family 
migration and thus both male and female migrate 
and no due consideration is paid towards the fact 
that female employment opportunity is available at 
the time when the migration takes place ( Shanthi, 
K; 2006). 
The Objectives of the Study: 
The Objectives of this research piece are to address 
mainly following aspects: 
1. Gender and Region wise migration rate in 
India. 
2. Reasons for female migration. 
3. The role of general education level on 
female migration in rural and urban India. 
Data Source and Methodology: 
The scope of the study is restricted to Household 
level data of NSSO 64th Round.  NSSO collects 
data on both temporary and long term migrants.  It 
collects information on the number of persons 
whose place of enumeration was their usual place 
of residence but who stayed away from their 
villages/towns for 60 days or more for employment 
or in search of employment and this category 
mostly refers to temporary/circular migrants.  
To analyse the above said objectives of female 
migration, indicators like percentage of migrants, 
their sex-ratio, rural-urban distribution and various 
socio-economic characteristics like educational 
status, work participation rate are used here. Rate, 
ratio and percentage etc are used to analyse the 
trends and patterns of female migration. 
Results: 
Migration Rate 
Migration rate, for any category of persons (say for 
rural or urban, male or female), has been  estimated  
as  the  number of  migrants  belonging  to  that  
category  per  1000  of  persons  in that  category. 
 
The  estimated  migration rate,  at  the  all-India  level,  is presented  in above figure,  separately  for  rural  and 
urban areas. It  may  be  seen that  at  the all-India  level,  nearly  29 per  cent  of  the persons  were migrants  
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with  significant rural-urban  and  male-female  differentials. The  migration  rate in  the  rural  areas  (26 per  
cent)  was far  lower  than  the  migration rate  in  the  urban  areas  (35  per  cent).  Moreover, magnitude of  
male  migration  rate was far lower  than  female migration  rate,  in  both the  rural and  urban areas.  In the 
rural areas nearly 48 per cent of the females were migrants while the male migration rate was only 5 per cent, 
and in the urban areas, the male migration was nearly 26 per cent compared to female migration rate of 46 per 
cent. 
Migration by Location of Last Usual Place of Residence: 
Usual  Place  of  Residence  (UPR)  of  a person  was  defined  as  a  place  (village/town)  where  the  person  
had  stayed  continuously  for  a period of six months or more. 
Table 1: Distribution (per 1000) of migrants by location of last usual place of residence for each 
category of persons during 2007-08 
category of 
migrants 
last usual place of residence in 
rural areas of urban areas of 
other 
countries 
all 
(incl. 
n.r.) 
same state 
Other 
States 
same state 
Other 
States 
Same 
District 
Other 
District  
Same 
District 
Other 
District  
rural male 462 180 86 77 91 72 32 1000 
rural 
female 
683 214 35 36 21 8 2 1000 
rural person 659 211 40 41 28 15 6 1000 
urban male 197 188 218 79 197 109 12 1000 
urban 
female 
272 206 107 132 196 81 5 1000 
urban 
person 
244 199 149 112 196 91 8 1000 
It may be seen that in both the rural and urban areas, nearly 99 per cent of the migrants were internal migrants.  
It is observed  that most  of the migrants  were from the  rural areas  irrespective  of  whether  the  present usual 
place  of  residence  is  rural  area  or  urban  area. Thus, among the  migrants  in the rural areas, nearly 91 per 
cent  migrated  from the rural areas and  8  per  cent  had  migrated  from  the  urban  areas,  whereas  among  
the  migrants  in  the  urban areas,  nearly  59  per  cent  migrated  from  the  rural  areas  and  40  per  cent  
migrated  from  urban areas.  Moreover,  inter-district  and  inter-State  migration  was  relatively  less  frequent  
as compared  to  intra-district  and  intra-State  migration  among  all  categories  of  migrants  except among  
male  migrants  in  urban  areas  for  whom  inter-district  migration  was  most  frequent. Intra-state  and  also  
the  intra-district  migration  was  more  prominent  among  migrants  in  rural areas than among migrants in 
urban areas. It can be seen that among the rural migrants, nearly 94  per  cent  had  migrated  from  within  the  
State  and  nearly  5 per  cent  had  moved  from  other States  of  India,  and  for  the  urban  migrants  nearly  
75  per  cent  had  migrated  from  within  the State  and  24  per  cent  had  migrated  from  other  States. 
Reasons for Migration: 
Table 2: Distribution (per 1000) of migrants by reason for migration during 2007-08  
sr. 
no 
reason for migration 
Rural urban rural+urban 
male Female person male female person male female person 
Employment Related Reasons:  
1 
in search of 
employment 
46 1 6 151 6 61 112 3 24 
2 
in search of better 
employment 
96 2 12 165 6 66 139 3 30 
3 business 17 0 2 30 1 12 25 0 5 
4 
to take up 
employment/better 
employment 
81 2 10 133 9 56 114 3 25 
5 
transfer of 
service/contract 
36 1 4 68 3 28 56 1 12 
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Table 2: Distribution (per 1000) of migrants by reason for migration during 2007-08  
sr. 
no 
reason for migration 
Rural urban rural+urban 
male Female person male female person male female person 
6 
proximity to place of 
work 
10 1 2 10 2 5 10 1 3 
7 sub-total (srl. 1 to 6) 286 7 36 557 27 228 456 11 99 
8 studies 107 5 16 68 22 40 82 10 24 
Forced Migration:  
9 natural disaster 12 1 2 2 1 1 6 1 2 
10 
social/political 
problem 
24 2 5 7 3 4 13 2 5 
11 
displacement by 
development projects 
6 0 1 4 1 2 5 1 1 
12 sub-total (srl. 9 to 11) 42 3 8 13 5 7 24 4 8 
13 
acquisition of own 
house/flat 
42 3 7 34 9 18 37 4 11 
14 housing problems 39 3 7 16 6 10 24 4 8 
15 health care 11 1 2 4 2 2 7 1 2 
16 post retirement 26 0 3 7 0 3 14 0 3 
17 marriage 94 912 825 14 608 383 44 836 681 
18 
migration of 
parent/earning 
member of the family 
221 44 63 252 294 278 241 107 134 
19 others 122 17 28 34 22 26 66 18 27 
20 sub-total (srl. 13 to 19) 555 980 935 361 941 720 433 970 866 
21 all (incl. n.r.) 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 
 
This table discuss the reasons for migration. The 
table is divided into two broad categories; 
employment related reasons and forced migration. 
It has been seen that migration due to employment 
related reasons is more prevalent among males than 
females. Migration of females for employment is 
meagre. Migration in search for employment is 
high among males and much higher in the case of 
urban males. Even in the case of search for better 
employment, male migrate more and urban male 
does it more. Migration of women for business 
purpose is very trivial and almost zero in case of 
rural women. Business related migration is less for 
both males and females. Migration that happens in 
order to take up a job or better employment is high 
among males than females. Here also, migration of 
urban males is higher than rural males. Transfer of 
service is one reason for migration which is higher 
in males and especially in urban males. Proximity 
to work place is also a reason for migration. In this 
case, the statistics for males in rural and urban 
areas is same. But for women it is slightly higher in 
case of urban females though in comparison with 
males female migration is very low. When 
migration is due to studies, the statistics is 
different. Here, migration is high in rural areas. The 
reasons are obvious for such migration. But such 
migration is particularly high among rural males. 
Female migration for studies is high for urban 
females when compared to rural females. The data 
reveals that the migration for employment related 
activities is higher among male and female 
migration is very low in this case. 
Migration also happens under forced 
circumstances. Such migration may be initiated due 
to natural disasters, social and political problems as 
well as displacement due to developmental 
projects. Under these three heads, maximum 
migration takes place due to social and political 
problems and the rate is high here for both male 
and female. There are other reasons for migration 
which accounts for more female migration. 
Migration may take place due to acquisition of own 
house/flat, housing problems, health care, post 
retirement, marriage, migration of parents/ earning 
member of family. For females in both rural and 
urban areas, the reason for the bulk of the migrants 
was marriage: for 91 per cent  of  rural  female  
migrants and  61  per  cent  of  the  urban  female  
migrants the  reason  was marriage. For urban 
females, migration of parent/earning member of the 
family, was the next major  reason  for  migration 
after marriage, accounting  for  nearly  29  per  cent  
of  total  urban female  migrants.  The  reason  for  
migration  for  the  male  migrant,  on  the  other  
hand,  was dominated  by employment  related  
reasons, in  both  the  rural  and  urban  areas.  
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Nearly  29  per cent  of  rural  male  migrants  and  
56  per  cent  of  urban  male  migrants  had  
migrated  due  to employment  related  reasons. 
The  migration  of  parent/earning  member  of  the  
family also significantly induced male  migration in 
both the rural and urban areas: for, nearly 22 per 
cent of  rural  male  migrants  and  25  per  cent  of  
urban  male  migrants,  migration  of  
parent/earning member  of  the  family  was  the  
reason  for    migration. Study as a reason for 
migration also accounted for nearly 11 per cent of 
rural male migrants and 7 per cent of urban male 
migrants. Unmarried women in regular salaried job 
were twice in comparison to married women. 
Marriage was seen as a constricting factor in 
employment opportunity. Unmarried women have 
higher educational attainment than married women 
(Banerjee, A and Raju, S; 2009). Male and female 
migration is closely interconnected which means 
that females accompany males as associational 
migrants. The female labour participation increases 
for rural urban migrants over a period of time as 
compared to female non migrants. Thus as women 
migrates from rural to urban she slowly gets 
involved in labour market (Mahapatro, S.R.; 2010). 
 
Reason for migration separately for each of the migration streams: 
Table 3: Distribution (per 1000) of internal migrants by reason for migration for each of the rural - urban 
migration streams during 2007-08 
  male female 
reason for migration 
rural 
to 
rural 
urban 
to rural 
rural to 
urban 
urban 
to 
urban 
rural 
to 
rural 
urban 
to rural 
rural to 
urban 
urban 
to 
urban 
1.in search of employment 51 34 197 81 1 3 8 4 
2. in search of better 
employment 
105 76 208 98 1 4 7 5 
3. business 14 25 27 36 0 2 1 0 
4. to take up 
employment/better 
employment 
82 85 138 127 1 7 7 11 
5. transfer of service/contract 30 54 30 128 0 3 2 5 
6. proximity to place of work 9 13 9 14 1 2 2 3 
sub-total 291 288 609 482 5 20 26 27 
7. marriage 122 21 16 12 926 742 628 585 
8. movement of 
parents/earning member 
237 184 228 289 36 154 282 311 
9. studies 105 125 78 53 5 12 25 19 
10. other reasons (incl. n.r.) 244 382 69 164 29 73 40 57 
All 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 
 
Migration has been mostly common from rural-to 
urban but in India there is also migration from 
poorer to more prosperous rural areas (Deshingkar; 
2005). For  each  of  the migration  streams,  viz,  
rural-to-rural,  rural-to-urban,  urban-to-rural  and  
urban-to-urban,  the reasons for migration has been 
studied here. The above table gives the per 1000 
distribution of internal migrants by reason for 
migration for each of the migration streams at the 
all-india level.  The  Statement  reveals  that  in  
case  of  male  migrants,  the  two  migration  
streams,  viz.,rural-to-urban and urban-to-urban 
were basically driven by employment related 
reasons (61 per cent of the migrants from rural-to-
urban and 48 per cent of the urban-to-urban 
migrants are for employment  related  reasons)  and  
even  between  these  two  migration  streams,  
rural-to-urban migrations  were prominently for 
employment  related  reasons.  Though,  
employment  related reasons were also dominating 
factors  for males  in  rural-to-rural and urban-to-
rural migration, the shares of employment related 
reasons were of moderate order: 29 per cent each 
these two migration  streams.  It  may  be  noted  
that  for  the  male  migrants  in  the  four  types  of  
migration streams, the movement of 
parents/earning member was also one of the 
significant contributing factors  for  migration,  the  
share  being  24  per  cent  for  rural-to-rural,  18  
per  cent  for  urban-to-rural, 23 per cent for rural-
to-urban and 29 per cent for urban-to-urban 
migration. The pattern observed in the  reason for 
migration, in the four  types of migration streams  
for females were  quite different from that in case 
of male migrants. Nearly 93 per cent of the females 
in rural-to-rural migration had migrated for 
marriage. It is observed that, for females, marriage 
remained the prime factor for migration for the 
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other three migration streams also, viz., for urban-
to-rural (74 per cent),  for rural-to-urban (63 per  
cent) and  for  urban-to-urban (59  per cent), though 
in these cases of migration streams the share of the 
reason movement of parents/earning member for 
migration  was also  quite  significant:  it  being  15  
per  cent  for  urban-to-rural  migration,  28 per 
cent for rural-to-urban migration and 31 per cent 
for urban-to-urban migration. Social factors 
accounts to 57.1% of the total migration in which 
female migrants are fourth-fifth (82.2%) and male 
migrants is one-third (33%) (Khan, J.K, Hassan, T 
and Shamshad; 2011). 
Migration by General Educational Level: 
Table 5: Distribution (per 1000) of migrants by general educational level during 2007-08 
category of 
persons 
General Educational Level 
not 
literate 
literate 
but below 
primary 
primary 
or middle 
secondary 
and higher 
secondary 
diploma/ 
certificate 
graduate and 
above 
All 
rural male 233 156 333 187 24 66 1000 
rural female 592 95 225 71 3 13 1000 
rural 
male+female 
554 102 236 84 5 19 1000 
urban male 117 100 289 265 39 189 1000 
urban female 298 89 279 211 12 110 1000 
urban 
male+female 
230 93 283 231 22 140 1000 
rural+urban 
male 
160 121 305 236 33 144 1000 
rural+urban 
female 
518 94 238 107 6 37 1000 
rural+urban 
male+female 
448 99 251 132 11 58 1000 
 
The above table gives the distribution of migrants 
by level of general education. It is seen that among 
the migrants  in the rural areas a  large proportion  
were ‘not literates’ (nearly 55  per  cent)  whereas  
in  the  urban  areas  nearly  23  per  cent  were  
‘not  literates’. A higher percentage  of  the  male  
migrants  in  both  the  rural  and  urban  areas,  had  
attained higher educational  level  than  the  female  
migrants.  In  rural  areas,  the  proportion  of  
migrants  with educational level ‘secondary and 
above’ was nearly 28 per cent among male and 
nearly 9 per cent among females, while among the 
urban males and females, nearly 49 per cent and 33 
per cent, respectively, had educational level 
‘secondary and above’. It may be seen that nearly 
19 per  cent  of  the  urban  male  migrants  and  11  
per  cent  of  the  urban  female  migrants  had  the 
educational level graduate and above.  
Conclusion  
The study has find out that female migration has 
experienced a continuous increment in recent years. 
Although the female migration has increased in 
India, is not productive. Female migration rate is 
higher than males. Female migration is high both in 
rural and urban areas. Migration is almost equal 
among rural and urban female. Though the female 
migration is high, the migration is not taking place 
due to economic reasons. The female migration has 
been accorded to reasons like marriage, movement 
of parents/ earning members, etc. The migration is 
also analysed stream wise that is rural-to-rural, 
rural-to-urban, urban-to-rural and urban-to-urban. 
It has been found out that migration from rural-to-
rural and urban-to urban is due to economic 
reasons which are 61% and 48% respectively. In 
other two streams moderate level of migration 
among males is taking place due to economic 
reasons. But the statistics are quite opposite for 
females when compared to male. In all the four 
streams, viz, rural-to-rural, rural-to-urban;, urban-
to-rural and urban-to-urban the prime factor for 
migration is marriage which is 93%, 63%, 74% and 
59% respectively. In female migration, movement 
of parents/ earning member of family also plays a 
significant role.  
The educational attainment among migrants shows 
that male migrants are much more educated than 
female migrants both in rural as well as in urban 
areas. Though around 55% rural migrants are 
illiterate whereas in urban areas it is 23%. The 
gender differential can be easily pointed out. In 
case of rural migrants, male with education level 
‘secondary and above’ were 28% and female only 
Gender Dimensions of Internal Migration and its Socio-Economic Causes in India 
 
Asian Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies, 5(2) February, 2017 37 
9%. While in case of urban migrants, males with 
educational level ‘secondary and above’ were 49% 
and female 33%. When it comes to urban migrants, 
male migrants with educational level ‘graduate and 
above’ were 19% and female 11%. Thus, the 
female migrants’ educational attainment is much 
lower as compared to men both in case of urban 
and rural migrants. Education is powerful mean of 
empowerment for women as it induces reduction in 
inequalities and increases the status of women 
within the family as well as society (Sugna, M, 
2011). 
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